Clacton           14 points;    Old Brentwood's                         23 points
Essex League - Division One          Saturday 12th November 2011
(As reported in Daily Gazette on 15 November 2011)
Fair conditions and a well-attended lunch set the scene for this heavyweight encounter between two of the top sides in this division.  Clacton and Old Brentwoods were third and fourth respectively and hoping to build on their solid starts to the season.

Clacton started strong, with their forwards dominating the line-outs and scrums.  Their pressure told and, ten minutes in, Dan Wigfall drove over from short range for a try, converted by Darren Tully, to make it 7-0.  But continued pressure throughout the first half was not converted into points.  Indeed three kicks and a number of try-scoring opportunities were missed.

Conversely, Old Brentwoods managed to kick six points from their only two long-range chances, making the half-time score 7-6.

The second half saw a change in fortunes, as the away side scored a quick three points to edge into a 9-7 lead.  This gave them the heart and they followed it with a breakaway try and conversion to lead 16-7.

Clacton rallied and, although they did not regain complete domination, competed well with some good rugby.  With ten minutes left, a handling move saw Jake Buxey score a key try.  Matt Barbour added the two extra points to bring the score to 16-14.

The home side gave everything, but Old Brentwoods held out and scored a breakaway try in the last seconds to make the final score 23-14.

It was a disappointing loss for Clacton, but a spirited display against one of the better sides in the league.  It left their players and supporters rightly encouraged for the future.

